METUCHEN HIGH SCHOOL
May 2011

TO: All Parents/Guardians

From: Bruce J. Peragallo
The Office of the Principal

Since the Junior-Senior Prom (May 26) and Graduation (June 22) are near, | urge all
parents to join us in supporting celebrations that are free of alcohol and drugs. To that
end, the High School again will cooperate with the Middlesex County Driving While
Intoxicated Task Force during prom weekend and on graduation night. I have attached
letters from County Prosecutor Bruce J. Kaplan to all students concerning the DWI Task
Force’s Checkpoint system and to all parents concerning drinking and driving. Also
attached is information from the National Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse
(NCADD) of Middlesex County for all parents concerning parties and substance abuse.

In addition, the High School Student Assistance Coordinator (Judi Cheung) will sponsor
an assembly program on Tuesday, May 24, for all juniors and seniors. This program will
provide information from SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions), Liberty
Mutual Group and the local police department. It is the aim of this program to provide
our teens with important and timely information about driving, staying safe, and making
good decisions.

As parents, you can do your part by not condoning parties or celebrations where alcohol
and/or drugs are present. Also, be advised that you do have legal responsibility and civil
liability if alcohol and/or drugs are consumed by high school students in your home or on
your premises. Do not allow your children to attend parties that are not properly
supervised by parents or other responsible adults.



Please note that Project Graduation, the alcohol-free and drug-free graduation party for
seniors (sponsored by senior parents), will be held again this year. All seniors will be
bused to and from the affair. Specific details will be provided prior to the party.

Let’s all work together to keep May and June, especially prom weekend and graduation
night, a happy, safe and sober memory.

If you have any questions concerning the prom, graduation night, and/or substance abuse,
please call Vice Principal, Susan La Fauci, or me for clarification. We will be happy to
discuss the above with you (732-321-8744). Thank you for your cooperation in such an
important matter,

Just a few reminders.....

Reminder 1 — Early dismissal time for Thursday, May 26, for any student for Prom is
1:07pm. No one will be allowed to leave before that time. All requests for early
dismissal for that day have to be in writing (NO PHONE CALLS) and in the Front
Office by Tuesday, May 24 — no later!

Reminder 2 — The High School will be providing bus transportation to and from the
Prom free of charge. The bus will leave the high school at 6:30pm and will return after
the Prom at approximately 12:45pm.

Reminder 3 — If your child is driving to the Prom and is 17 years of age, he/she must
leave the Prom by 10:30pm in order to be home by 11:00pm. This is New Jersey State
Law for all students on a provisional license.



MIDDLESEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE
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April 25, 2011 Christopher L. C. Kuberiet
Christie L. Bevacgna
Keith M. Warburton
Dear Parent:

Prom and graduation season is almost upan us.,

Congratulations on a job weil done! We at the Middlesex County Prosecutor's
Office hope that you and your family enjoy this very important event in your lives.

However, it is during this time of celebration that we must be especially
careful. Qur children are under enormous peer pressure to drink. The pressure on
parents to allow drinking during this season nearly equals the peer pressure placed
on our children. It is important for us to do everything in our power to combat this
peer pressure and discourage underage drinking.

When our children drink and drive, they are at risk to kKill or seriously injure
themseives and others. This simple, but chilling fact, requires no further
explanation. Hopefully, it is all the motivation that we need to ensure that we, as
parents, act responsibly when addressing the issue of alcohol use during prom and
graduation season.

However, drinking and driving can destroy their lives in other ways as well.
Few parents realize the virtual certainty that their child will be sent to jail if he or she
kills someone in an alcoho! related crash. A drunk driver who kills another person
must serve at least three years in State Prison without the possibility of parole
regardiess of his or her age or good character. (Most will serve considerably more
than three years in jail). Over the last 18 years, every drunk driver who has killed
someone in Middlesex County has gone to jail. During that time period, 95% of all
intoxicated drivers who have seriously injured innocent persons in this County have
been incarcerated. These statistics include children who were in their late teens.
The message is clear and simple — drunk drivers who kill or seriously injure others
are going to be jailed without exception. It is the duty of every parent to ensure that
this does not happen to their child,

Even a simple drunk driving arrest which is not related to a car accident will
cost a first offender a minimum of $23,980.00 in fines, surcharges, legal fees,
increased insurance premiums, etc. as well as the loss of his or her driver's license
for at least seven months and possibly even a year. Most of us would agree that this
is hardly the way that we would want our children to begin their adult jives.



It is important for parents to understand that they too may suffer legal
consequences that result from underage drinking. Anyone who provides alcohol to a
person who is not of legal age is guilty of a crime. More importantly, if the underage
drinker then becomes involved in a fatal or sericus motor vehicle collision, the parent
who provided the alcohol can be sued and held liable for enormous damages. The
same holds true even when the parents do not supply the alcohol, but rather provide
the enviranment or safe haven in which persons under the age of 21 are permitted
to drink. In other words, parents who purposely, knowingly, or negligently allow
underage drinking in their homes can be successfully sued even if they did not
furnish the alcohol,

These are but a few of the tragic consequences that await underage drinkers
and their parents. Our goal is to help you recognize and understand these
consequences 5o that you can protect your children, as well as yourself. More
importantly, by demanding an alcohol-free prom and graduation season, we can
ensure that our children will arrive home safely.

I am also asking you to speak to your children about the perils of driving
while fatigued. Please understand that driving while fatigued is as dangerous as
drunk or drugged driving. It has long been popular for students to drive down to the
shore immediately following their prom and graduation celebrations, despite the fact
that they are tired from having been awake for 24 or more hours. We must do
everything in our power to discourage this dangerous tradition. In addition, under a
new law, drivers who fall asleep at the wheel and cause fatal accidents may now be
prosecuted for vehicular homicide. It is imperative that we not allow our young
drivers to succumb to driver fatigue and become either a fatal accident statistic or a
criminal defendant.

Thank you for your help, assistance and understanding.

Very truly yours,

Brece Q Lopban_

BRUCE J. KAPLAN
Middlesex County Prosecutor
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THE REAL COST OF DRINKING?eI DRIVING

Average auto insurance premium for an 18
year-old male, female living in Middiesex

County, (with clean driver history).

$2100.00-2400.00

Municipal Court Fines
Underage drinking fine | $500.00
Preliminary fine ($250,00—$400) $400.00

M.V. Insurance conviction surcharge  $3000.00
(51,000 each year for 3 years)

Fee for drunk driving enforcement fund . $100.00

Twelve hours at LD.R.C. - $180.00
- {Intoxicated Driver's Resource Center) -

§ Court fees $i55.00
subtotal: $6735.00

If drllvmg drunk doesn’t cost you your life, it will cost thousands of dofiars in legal fees, municipal court fines, auto insurance
surcharges and a mandatory six-month license suspension.

Even if you are not convicted of D.W.L,, there are mandatory penalties for driving with any aleohol in your system if you are
under the age of 21.

Insurance Costs

Annual auto insurance premium post
conviction

$5,415.00 x 3= $ 16,245.00
(Your premium will not
decrease for three years)

Legal Fees

‘Atto:ruey' fee _ $1000.00

(If you decide to fight the charges, expect

to spend at least ($ 1850.00) o

{IM-idd!esex Countv Prosecutor’s Office. Bruce 1. Kaplan. Prosecutor, 732.745.3300



PARENT' S GUIDETO TEEN, AGE PARTIES
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HOSTING A PARTY
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